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NOTE ON DATES

Muslim dates are given according to the Hijra era or the event mark-
ing the Prophet Muhammad’s emigration from Mecca to Medina.
Although he arrived in Medina on 24 September 622, seventeen years
later the Second Caliph *Umar (634-44) instituted Muslim dating on the
basis of the lunar months, beginning with Muharram. Thus the first
Muharram was calculated to have fallen on 16 July 622. The adoption
of the lunar calendar leads to the loss of one year every thirty-three years
of the Roman calendar. Hence 1392 Hijra (H) or Anno Hegirae (AH)
begins in 1972 AD and not in 2014. Of the two dates separated by an
oblique in this book, the first is the Hijra (H) or Anno Hegirae (AH) and
the second is AD. Where neither H nor AD is mentioned alongwith
dates, AD is invariably implied.

All equivalent dates have been taken from Woustenfeld-Mahler’ sche
Vergleichungs- Tabellen.

NOTE ON TRANSLITERATION

The exigencies of the press forbid our using the full range of diacritical
marks, which alone would have ensured perfect accuracy and consistency.
The following list shows how we have been obliged to represent the letters:
Arabic and Persian:

' @ © W g o= o £
a b p t th j ch h kh d
oy 3 5 o ¢ s s b b
dh r z zh s sh s d t z
. g e 5 S S d e 9
s gh f q k g 1 m n w

A 4 S

h ¢ y

Short vowels are unmarked. Long vowels carry a macron, thus: 3, g 1,0,
-

@. The Hindi diphthong in such words as Ra‘o or Bada‘@ini is marked by
the sign ‘ an apostrophe.

The d of “Ramadan”, “rawda”, and “Faydi” represents the original
Arabic value of g as a ‘d’ uttered further back in the mouth; nevertheless,
in India one says “Ramazan”, “rawza”, and “Fayzi’’. The difficulties
of getting right type of moulds has prevented us in using diacritics for
consonants and, regretfully, d represents both »» and s Zrepresents both
and B; s represents both o~ and g and t represents both < and b.
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Introduction

The present work seeks to examine the political, social and religious -

role of the Muslims in Mughal India from 1707 t6" 1762, Politically; it
covers the two phases of the decline and disintegration of the Mughal
empire, i.e. from the death of Awrangzib to the invasion of Nadir Shah
(1707-1739), and from the departure of Nadir Shah to the third battle of
Panipat (1739-1761). The first period is marked by efforts, although
traditional and fruitless, to inject new vigour into the body-politic of the
Mughal empire. While in the second period the Mughal empire rapidly
disintegrated, it also witnessed the rise of many dynamic leaders in northern
India and the Deccan in whom contemporary Indian Muslims placed
their hopes and expectations for the future. The low state to which the
political, economic and social life of Delhi had sunk naturally turned the
attention of both the Hindiis and the Muslims to religion. A number of the
Muslim religious leaders called for a return of true Islam, and of these
decidedly the most important was Shah Wali-Allah. The contributions
of some other leaders discussed in this book were also of great significance.
However, in order to evaluate the sort of Islamic society that they wished
to recreate, it has been felt necessary to examine the Mughal imperial
traditions and social values at some length.

The political history of this period has been very competently told by
William Irvine in his Later Mughals (2 volumes) and by Jadunath Sarkar
in his Fall of the Mughal Empire (4 volumes). Many valuable monographs
on different personalities, regions and policies have also been published.
These have been a great help in forming an over-all picture, but all
important Persian, Rajasthani, Marathi, Hindi, Urdi and English sources
have been re-examined in order to offer a scientific outline of the eighteenth
century political crises and social life in India.

The two indispensable Persian histories of the eighteenth century
are the Muntakhab al-lubab by Muhammad Hashim Khafi Khan, and
the Siyar al-muta‘akhkhirin of Nawwab Sayyid Ghulim Husayn Khan
Tabataba‘i Hasani. Both historians had access to vast source material of
different categories because of their official position in the government,
and both made the best use of their material. Khafi Khan was born about
1074/1663-64, and spent his early life in the Deccan. In 1093/1682 we
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~ find him serving under the command of Shihab al-Din Khan in a battle

against the fort of Ramsej! in Awrangabad; between 1103-6/1691-95 he
obtained employment under *Abd al-Razzaq Lari, a former general of
Abu‘l-Hasan Qutb Shih of Golkonda, who i in 1103/1691-92 entered the
service of Awrangzib and was appointed the JSawjdar (commandant) of
Rahiri or Raigarh, the famous stronghold of Shivaji.2 In 1105/1693-94,
’Abd al-Razzaq sent Khafi Khan to Sirat to convey from there to Rahiri
property worth nearly two lakhs of rupees. He returned via Manba‘
(Bombay) where he visited an English friend of ’Abd al-Razzaq and was
able to learn a great deal of the English life and activities there.? He
repeatedly visited Surat, gaining considerable knowledge about that
place, Ahmadabad and other Gujarat towns. The Emperor Bahadur
Shah appointed Khafi Khan as the gala’dar (governor of the fort) of
Champanir. In Farrukhsiyar’s reign Qilich Khan (Nizam al-Mulk
Bahadur Fath-Jang), the newly appointed Viceroy of the Deccan, made
Khafi Khan his diwan,* but after the suppression of Nizam al-Mulk and
his return to Delhi, Khaf1 Khan lost his post. After three years of unem-
ployment he was appointed the amin and fawjdar of the mahal of Mustafa-
bad (Choprah) in Khandesh.5 Although modern historians assert that
Khafi Khan was a Shi’i, he was more grateful for employment to the
Sunni Nizam al-Mulk than to the Shri Sayyid brothers He died some
time after 1144/1731-2.

Khafs Khan divided the Muntakhab al-lubab into three volumes; the
first volume, dealing with the history of the Muslim rulers in India to
the reign of the Lodis, was never completed; the third containing the
history of different provinces is an abridgment of the Gulshan-i Ibrahimi
of Firishta, and other histories. The second volume beginning with the
reign of Babur ends with the narrative of the events of 1137/1724. The
section from 1137/1724 to 1144/1731 deals mainly with the history of
Iran. The work is important only for the account it gives of the reign
of Awrangzib’s successors, for Khaf1 Khan’s account of Awrangzib’s reign
is merely a verbatim copy of another history of Awrangzib from 1068/
1657-58 onwards, by Abu‘l-Fadl Ma’miiri.8 _

Khafi Khin, as mentioned earlier, is regarded as having been a Shi’i,
but there is in fact no evidence to substantiate this belief; what emerges
from his own original writing relating to the successors of Awrangzib is

Khafi Khan, Muntakhab al-lubsb, 11, Calcutta 1860-74-, p. 282.

Ibid., II, p. 424-7.

Ibid., I, pp. 562, 593, II, p. 567, III p. 177.

Ibid., II, p. 748.

Ibid., 11, p. 798,

C. A. Storey, Persian literature, a bio-bibliographical survey, 1, reprinted, London 1970,
PP. 460-69, 594-95,

O O N =
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the fact that he was endowed with a sensitive heart, and was strongly
opposed to injustice and tyranny. He was deeply concerned with the
growing inanity of the Mughal empire, and with the misuse and break-
down of the Mughal institutions and traditions which had sustained the
empire for more than one hundred years.

The ancestors of Nawwab Sayyid Ghulam Husayn Khan Tabataba‘i -
Hasani, both on his father’s and mother’s side, had settled in Delhi, where
Ghulam Husayn was born in 1140/1727-8. Unlike Khafi Khan, Ghulam
Husayn had not witnessed the splendour and glory of the Mughal empire.
When he was only five his parents and grandparents migrated to Murshida-
bad to live in the prosperous and affluent state of Bengal. ’Ali Wardi
Khian Mahabatjang, then governor of Bihar, was a close relative of the
family. He took Ghulam Husayn’s father, Hidayat ’Ali, to ’Azimabad
(Patna), and after some time made him a deputy-governor.”

In 1156/1743 Hidayat Ali left the service of Haybatjang, whom ’Ali
Wardi Khan, then Viceroy of Bengal (1740-56), had appointed the
governor of Bihar. He migrated to Delhi and in 1746 was appointed by
Ghazi al-Din Khan Firiiz-Jang, the eldest son of Nizam al-Mulk, as the
manager of his estate in Bareilly, known as Rohelkhand. Because of the
predominance of the Sunni Rohella Afghans Hidayat ’Ali was able to
control the region only with great difficulty for about two years, after which
the return of the Rohella leader ’Ali Muhammad from Sirhind early in
1748 forced him to return to Delhi.

Ghulam Husayn entered the service of Sa’id Ahmad Khan Sawlat-Jang,
a son-in-law of ’Ali Wardi Khan, at Mongir® in 1748, his father living in
Delhi. After the succession of Sirdj al-Dawla as Viceroy of Bengal in
1756, Ghulam Husayn had to flee to Banaras because of his sympathies
with the Viceroy’s rival, Shawkat-Jang the eldest son and the successor of
Sawlat-Jang. However, even Mr Ja'far Khan, who succeeded Sirij
al-Dawla after the battle of Plassey in 1757, took no interest in Ghulam
Husayn, despite his being a close friend of his father. Raja Ram Narayan,
the governor of ’Azimabad, became sympathetic to Ghulam Husayn,
and Mir Ja’far restored some of his ancestral property.® In 1759 he joined
Prince ’Ali Gawhar (Shah ’Alam) in his abortive effort to seize Bengal,
and afterwards began to lead an unstable life, sometimes joining the British
and sometimes joining Mir Qasim, Mir Ja’far’s successor. He also played
the role of intermediary between the British and Indian chiefs. Many
British officers befriended Ghulam Husayn and helped him in his difficul-
ties. The Governor-General Warren Hastings was impressed with his

7 Siyar al-muta‘akhkhirin, 111, Lucknow 1282-3/1866, p. 948.
8 Ibid., II, p. 573.
9 Ibid., II, p. 649.
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ability to write fine diplomatic :letters in. Persian, and seems to have
employed him for some time as a munsk#'® (secretary). Ghulam Husayn
died after 1230/1815. He wrote many. works such as an Arabic commen-
tary on the Qur’an, a. Persian commentary on the Mathnawi of Jalal
al-Din Ramj, and other theological works on his Shi’i faith, but his fame
is mainly due to his monumental Siyar al-muta‘akhkhirin containing a history
of India from Awrangzib’s death to 1195/1781..The work was ‘begun
in Safar 1194/February 1780 and completed in Ramadan 1195/August
1781. The first volume deals with the history of the Mughal emperors in
the eighteenth century from .the time of Awrangzib’s death to Nadir
Shah’s departure in.1152/1739; the second volume contains the history
of Bengal from the death of Shuja’ al-Dawla in Dhu‘l-Hijja 1151/March
1739 to 1195/1781, and the third volume deals with the history of India
from 1153/1740 to 1195/1781. The concluding section of the book con-
tains remarks on Awrangzib’s character and an account -of his conquest
of Golkonda and Bijapir. An introduction (mugaddima) containing a
portion of Sujan Ray’s Khuldsat al-tawarikk with a note dedicating the work
to Warren Hastings was added later.1! :

The earlier portion of the work draws heavily upon the Muntakhab
al-lubab, but the later portion is based mainly on the author’s own infor-
mation. It is a mine of valuable information on Bengal and its adminis-
trative system. Ghulam Husayn ascribes the disintegration of the Mughal
empire to the following reasons. ; : : .

1. Greed and miserliness in Awrangzib’s reign gave rise to rebellions

~ but .the Emperor’s. ability and courage prevented any seriotis

disruption of the rules and regulations of the empire, and the
destructive elements within it were kept under control. Moreover,
in order to give the impression that he was a religious ruler and &4

patron of Islam, and so that people might not condemn him for:

. imprisoning his father and killing his brothers, he made the "ulamg
, unimaginably .dominant over state affairs. Those hypocrites and
vicious people (the *ulama) raised insufrections to an inconceivably
great extent, and the whole nation became helpless and ‘distresséd

because of their wretched intrigues. The impact of their mischief

-~ on the common Muslims was left even to date.

2. In the reign of the worthless Farrukhsiyar, Ratan Chand, the
diwan of Qutb al-Mulk began to take over control of state affairs:
The old officers,. high mansabdars, amirs and other officials of
Awrangzib’s reign were demoted and were unable to make any
contribution to the administration. Revenue-farming and bribery

10 Ibid., II, p. 674, III, p. 129,
11 C. A. Storey, Persian literature, I, pp. 625-40.
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- were rampant. The lazy and contemptible took the opportunity to
amass  wealth. The ruin and destruction of the country, and the
troubles and distress of the people began to increase rapidly,
which in turn alienated the people from their rulers. The situation
came to such a pass that the posts of ¢adi and sadr began to be
leased. The rules of the Shari’a and justice vanished and all classes
of common people and the hypocritical ’ulamd began to amass
wealth in whatever way they could. The virus of the vicious
*ulamd® was injected into the common people.

3. Thoughtless and feeble-minded rulers and ignorant but proud
nobles came to power, and all sense of justice completely vanished,
so that there was no way out of the impasse. The whole country
was ruined and the people were left with no love for life and in
an exceedingly miserable condition.'?

Ghulam Husayn also expressed his dismay at British ignorance of the
Indian administrative systems involving such things as the annual payment
of revenue by zamindars to the treasury. He recognized however that such
things as tributes, revenue from agriculture and land, subadari, fawjdari,
khalisa and jagir were not to be found in Britain. Similarly, there was
. a vital difference of attitude between the British and the Indians regard-
ing different types of crimes. Some crimes which the Indians considered
insignificant were regarded heinous in Britain, and vice versa.

As was the case with Khafi Khan and Ghulam Husayn, other his-
torians of the period writing while either in the employ of individual
rulers or important nobles, or merely independently, were deeply dis-
turbed by the growing inanity of the Mughal emperors and the selfish
scramble for power on the part of adventurers and ambitious leaders.
Many historians wrote under the title ’Ibrat-nama (Book of Warnings)
which were invariably designed to draw the attention of the Emperors
and their nobles to the fact that their indifference to duty was transforming
the body-politic of the empire into a carcass. At least four authors who
wrote their memoirs or histories under such a title are known, and their
study reveals the gradual disintegration of the once vigorous Mughal
empire which had come to be regarded as indissoluble. The authors of
the ’Ibrat-namas made no attempt to conceal the facts. They freely passed
moral judgments in order to teach lessons in practical politics to their
contemporaries.

The earliest known ’Ibrat-nama was begun by Mirza Muhammad bin
Mu’tamad Khan (Rustam) whose grandfather, Diyanat Khan (d.
1083/1672) and father Rustam (d. 1117/1706) were Awrangzib’s mansab-
dars. The author started his political career as a petty mansabdar in 1115/

12 Siyar al-muta‘akhkhirin, 11, pp. 528-29.



8 Shah Wali-Allah and his Times

1703, served in the Deccan wars under Awrangzib and remained in the
service of Awrangzib’s successors as a mansabdar, performing many impor-
tant duties which he has recorded in the ’Ibrat-nama.'® Thoroughly
analysing about sixty monumental Arabic and Persian historical works,
and drawing upon the papers of his grandfather and father, and depending
on his own knowledge of the leading personalities of his day, Mirza
Muhammad wrote a historical work entitled the Tartkh-i Muhammadi.
This unique and monumental work contains brief notes of political events
and of the death of eminent personalities from the: first century of the
hijra to 1190/1776-7. The work is invaluable for its information of the
events of the tenth to the twelfth centuries. His *Ibrat-nama gives a detailed
account of the reigns of Awrangzib’s successors from the latter’s death
to the murder of Farrukhsiyarin 1131/1719.: According to Mirza Muham-

mad, Dhu‘lfagar Khan was a traitor and his murder was a just retribution

for his wickedness.!* To the author, the dissolution of Trani control over
the Mughal politics was long overdue. However, he did not defend the
"Ttrani Mir Jumla, and thought of him as mean, tyrannical and cowardly.1s
He also considered Khwiaja Ja’far, the elder brother of Tiirini Samsim
al-Dawla Khan-i Dawran, a hypocrite and impostor, and saw his role
as a dervish as a big fraud.'® The political power of Khan-i Dawraf
according to the author, was responsible for the wide respect Khwiaja
Ja’far enjoyed. Khwaja Ja'far and his son, Khwaja Basit; despite their
Nagshbandiyya affiliation, enthusiastically participated in siifi music and
dancing (sama’). The author condemned Khwaja Basit’s interest, in
Sh’i books, particularly the works of Qadi Nar-Allzh Shustari (b. 956/
1549, d. 1019/1610) of Akbar’s reign.

"The author of the second important *Jbrat-nama was Kamraj, son of’ !
Nainsukh, who as a servant of Prince A’zam.Shih wrote :an elabosate
account of the war of succession after Awrangzib’s death.!? In the *Ibrat-
nama he described the events from 1118/ 1707 to 1131/1719. To him, the
execution of Dhu‘lfagar Khan was a great calamity and. iprovoked: law=
lessness in the empire. Famine and scarcity reduced the people to un-
bearable misery.18

The third ’Ibrat-nama was written in 1135/ 1722 23 by Sayy;d Muha-‘, .

mmad Qasim Husayni, surnamed ’Ibrat of Lahore, and contains the
history of the Timurids from the death of Awrangzib to the fall of the
Sayyids. The work says that Gurit Gobind Singh was assisted: by ‘the hill

13 ’Ibrat-nama, Bankipir Ms. 623, ff. 80a-92b, 105a, ff, 107a-118a.
14 Ibid., ff. 20a-23b, 60b-62b, 67b-73a.

15 Ibid., ff. 27b-35a, 48a-51b.

16 1Ibid., ff. 62b-64a, Ethé 392, ff. 159a-160a.

17 A’zam al-harb, B.M., Or. 1899,

18 Kamraj, ’Ibrat-nama, Ethé 391, f. 53,
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rijas and that Awrangzib had ordered that if the Gurd, like his ancestors,
were to live as an ascetic, his disciples were to refrain from giving him the
title badshah (king); and further, if the Gurii refrained from behaving like
a king and gave up the practice of showing himself at the window of the
balcony of his room (jharokha), prohibiting his followers to prostrate
themselves before him, no action should be taken against him. Otherwise,
he should be driven out of his homeland.!® According to Muhammad
Qasim, Wazir Khan had hired an assassin to kill Gur Gobind.2° Although
the author was a protégé and admirer of the Sayyid brothers, he believed
that Dhu‘lfagar Khin invited his own death by not fleeing to the Deccan.?

Maulawi Khayr al-Din Muhammad Ilahabadi (1751-1827), a protégé
of the British and the author of the fourth *Ibrat-nama, wrote a more detailed
account of the successors of Awrangzib. His work is valuable for the study '
of the reign of Shah ’Alam II (1173-1221/1759-1806). The earlier his-
torical accounts have been dealt with in summary only.

Other historians of the period who have authoritatively discussed the
reigns of the Mughal emperors from their own personal knowledge, and
on the basis of the records accessible to them, also deserve to be mentioned.
The earliest among them was the satirist Mirza Nir al-Din Muhammad
'Ali, entitled Ni'mat Khan (d. 1122/1710), who gave an account of
Awrangzib’s war against the Maharana of Udaipur and of the war
between Bahadur Shih and Muhammad A’zam Shah in his jang-nama.
The first two years of Bahadur Shah’s reign are described by Ni’mat
Khan in his Bahadur Shah-nama.

More valuable still, however, is the Tartkh-i Iradat Khan, completed
in 1126/1714 by Mirza Mubarak-Allah Wadih, entitled Iradat Khan
(d. 1128/1716). The author had served as fawjdar and gal’adar of different
stations in the Deccan under Awrangzib. He was a firm friend and
supporter of Prince Bidar Bakht, son of A’zam Shah. After the defeat
of Bidar Bakht and A’zam Shiah, Mun’im Khan Khan-i Khanan took
him under his wing. Both were deeply interested in s#fism. Bahadur
Shah gave Iradat Khan a mansab of 4,000 and appointed him JSawjdar
of Bist Jalandhar do’ab which was governed by his deputy, Iradat Khan
himself staying at the court. His involvement with Jahandar’s rivals in
the war of succession compelled him to retire from active service, and in
Farrukhsiyar’s reign, old age excluded him from politics.?? ‘

The Tarikh-i Iradat Khan luxuriates in details of war but also singles
out for condemnation the undesirable innovations in the body-politic of

19 Qasim, 'Ibrat-nama, B. M., Add., 26, 245, f. 28a.

20 Ibid., f. 29b.

21 Ibid,, f. 54b.

22 Mubarak Allah Wadih: Tarikh-i Iradat Khan, Lahore 1971, pp. 133-37.
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the administration. For example, he says that Dhu‘lfaqarKhan introduced
the reprehensible custom. of imprisoning and annihilating the old families
of the nobility whom he considered his enemy. Although there was no
Jagir, Dhu‘lfaqar Khan awarded high mansabs to his-own relations and
favourites, so that all sections of society, retired holy men, artisans, Hindas
and Muslims began to hate him and pray for his downfall.28

Nur al-Din bin Burhan al-Din Faraqi of Multin, who had joined the
army of Mu’izz al-Din Jahandar Shah, the governor of Multan in Bahadur
Shah’s reign, wrote the Fahandar-nama. In it he described the war of
succession fought by Jahandar Shah against his brother, and gave an
account of Jahandar’s reign, his defeat and death.

Khwaja Muhammad Khalil who also took part in the wars followirig
Awrangzib’s death wrote the Tartkh-i Shahinshahi, favouring the Sayyid
brothers. Mir Muhammad Husayn Tjad (d. 1133/1720-1), who started his
career in the army of Prince Muhammad A’zam when he was the governor
of Gujarat at the end of Awrangzib’s reign, was commissioned by the
Emperor Farrukhsiyar to write a court chronicle. He produced an ornate
history of Farrukhsiyar’s early reign. An anonymous history, of which
only a part survives, giving an account of Farrukhsiyar’s succession, and
of ’Abd al-Samad’s successful expedmon against the S1khs was also written
during this period.24

Shiva Dis Lakhnawi’s long service undcr the Mughal nobles ‘as ' a
munshi (secretary), and his association with the *ulama‘ prompted him to
write the Shah-nama-i munawwar kalam. The work contains an account of
Farrukhsiyar’s reign and the first four years of Muhammad Shah’s, It
draws heavily upon official letters and farmans and’ exhibits conmderable
awareness of Muslim society.

Muhammad Qasim Awrangabadi (not to be confused w1th Sayyid
Muhammad Qasim ’Ibrat Lahori) served for some time as'a bakhshi in
the army of Nizam al-Mulk Asaf-Jah, and wrote the Ahwal al-khawagin
highlighting the importance of his patron’s achievements. Its first part
dealing with'the history from Awrangzib’s death to Farrukhsiyar’s reign
gives a vivid account of the wealth of the Hindu bankers of Sirhind and
of other parts of the Panjab. It also pays a glowing tribute to the success
of ’Abd al-Samad Khan in restoring peace and a strong government to the
Panjéb % :

- The author bitterly criticizes the rise of incompetent and unscrupulous
mansabdars who cheated the government by falsely claiming family connec+
tions with the descendants of the leading mansabdirs of Shahjahan’s and
23 Ibid., pp. 131-32.

24 B. M., Add,, 26, 273, ff. 137-43,
25 Muhammad Qasim: Ahwal al-khawagin; Add.; 26, 244, ff. 30b-33b; 124a-b
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Awrangzib’s reigns, and by scrambling for easily manageable jagirs.
However, by the early years of the reign of Muhammad Shah, the entire
khalisa had already been assigned as jagirs to mansabdars even more un-
scrupulous still. The selfish mansabdirs now sold the grain collected from
their jagirs in the imperial grain markets (ganj) at exorbitant prices,
displacing the traditional grain merchants (banjaras). Consequently,
despite adequate rains and good harvests, the prices of grain had escalated
phenomenally. The author was full of hope that Nizam al-Mulk’s com-
petence might lead to a streamlining of the administration. He asserts
that the Emperor, at his mother’s recommendations, reconciled himself
to Nizam al-Mulk, but the ambitious Qamar al-Din Khan, the son of
Muhammad Amin Khan, who dreamt of becoming wazir, had estranged
the leading nobles from his kinsman, Nizam al-Mulk.28

An untitled history of the reign of Awrangzib and his successor to
1151/1738, written at the instance of James Fraser,?” who lived at Sturat
from 1730 to 1740, offers very interesting comments on the main events
of the period it covers. Its author, Shaykh Muhammad Murad bin Shaykh
Shihab al-Din, was an eminent Chishti s#f% and *alim of Gujarat. He was
James Fraser’s tutor and had left an indelible mark of his own scholarship
on the mind of his pupil. The work abounds in interesting details of a
religious nature; for example, it uninhibitedly criticizes Awrangzib’s
interference with the siif1 practices of sama@’, quotes the new khutba intro-
duced by Bahadur Shah and deplores the activities of the selfish nobles
whose main concern was their own rise to power through nefarious means.

Muhammad Shafi’ Warid, whose father had migrated from Iran to
the court of ’Abd-Allah Qutb-Shah of Golkonda and had then joined the
service of Prince Shih *Alam (later Bahadur Shah), was a poet and was
also fond of writing ornate prose. He also wrote a history of the Indian
Timirids to 1146/1733-4 entitled the Mir‘at-i waridat, with a detailed
account of the successors to Awrangzib’s reign. In another edition of the
work, he summarized its last portion and entitled it the Tartkh-i Chaghatay.
He also confirms Shaykh Muhammad Murad’s statement that long before
Nadir Shah’s invasions, and by 1123/1711 the imperial treasury was bank-
rupt. To meet the imperial expenditures, he wrote, valuable articles and
jewellery of the imperial stores were sold ; even the gold from the ceilings of

26 Ibid., ff. 181b-183a. ‘

27 James Fraser (1713-1754) lived in Sirat from 1730 to 1740, learnt Sanskrit and Zend,
and returned to England where he wrote the history of Nadir Shah. After two years
he again returned to India and stayed for six years, being promoted to membership
of the council of the East India Company at Stirat. He carried with him to England
more than two hundred Sanskrit, Zend and Persian manuscripts which he deposited
in the Bodleian Library, Oxford. C. E. Buckland Dictionary of Indian biography, Indian
reprint 1971, p. 155.
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the imperial palaces was stripped and sold.?® He considers the indolentamirs
responsible for not implementing the reforms proposed by Nizam al-Mylk
early in the reign of Muhammad Shah.2? The author asserts that he had
no acquaintance with the Sayyid brothers and invites us to believe that his
evaluation of their achievements is objective.3? He gives a detailed account
of the shoe-sellers’ riot in Delhi.?! He throws considerable light on the
friendship of Shah ’Abd al-Ghafiir with Muhammad Amin Khan Chin
Bahadur and strongly condemns the influence of the Shih and Kukiin the
early years of Muhammad Shah’s reign.32

Endowed with a facile style and deep learning was Anand Ram Mukhlis*

(d. 1164/1751), son of Raja Hirday Ram Khattri Lahori. He served as
wakil (representative of the court) of ’Abd al-Samad Khian and Nawwab
I’timad al-Dawla Qamar al-Din Khan, the wazir of the Emperor Muham-
mad Shah. He wrote many interesting stories and anecdotes, and works on
rhetoric. His letters of political importance are scattered in several diffe-
rent collections. His Bada‘i’ waqa‘’ is a compilation of three important
historical treatises. The first deals with the invasion of Nadir Shah and the'
second is the Safar-nama, containing an account of Muhammad Shahfs

invasion of’Ali Muhammad Rohella’s territory, and his assault on Bangash ¢

about 110 miles from Delhi, which took place in 1148/1735. It is a diary
of interesting events which took place on different dates. Although as a re-
cord of military events the work reads like a farce, it gives a veryinteresting
picture of the leisurely pursuits of both the Hindd and the Muslim. aristo-
cracy. The glimpses of the carefree life in villages, the account of their pros-
perous agriculture and fruit gardens offer a pleasing: contrast to the:gloom
and distress prevailing in Delhi, and most other towns of northern India.

The third tract by Mukhlis deals with Ahmad Shah Durrani’s:invasion
of the Panjab in 1748 and his retreat. The documentis a'm¢ k
eye-witness account of a very important event!

Muhammad Muhsin bin al-Hanif Siddiqi wrote the Fawhar-i Samsam,
at the request of Shaykh *Ala‘ al-Din, a friend of Muhamimad'Shah’s msr

bakhshi, Amir Al-Umara‘ Samsam al-Dawla Khan-i Dawran A
gives a brief account of the successors of Awrangzib but seeks to glorify the
achievements of Khan-i Dawran at the cost of Nizam al-Mulk and Sa’adat’
Khan. The work invites us to believe that Muhammad: Shah'could ‘zule
only because of Khan-i Dawran, and that his death in the war against
Nadir Shah at Karnal was a greater calamity than Nadir’s invasion itself.3?

28 Muhammad Shaf?’, Mir‘at-i waridat, B. M., Add., 3579, f. 140b.
29 1Ibid., f. 167a.

30 Ibid., ff. 165b-166a, 176b.

31 1Ibid., ff. 171a-172b.

32 Ibid., ff. 175b-176b.

33 Muhammad Muhsin, Fawhar-i Samsam, B. M., Or. 1898, f. 51a.

ithéntic;, |
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Another anonymous dependent of Khan-i Dawran also wrote a highly
exaggerated biographical account of Khan-i Dawran entitled the Risala-
Muhammad Shah u Khan-i Dawran.

Mirza Muhammad Bakhsh Ashob (b.1128/1716), who was brought
up by his maternal uncle, Mirza Muhammad bin Mu’tamad Khan (Rus-
tam), grew up to be a soldier, a poet and an historian. In the last years of _
his life he served for a short period under Richard Johnson and then under
Jonathan Scott3¢, whose encouragement prompted Ashob to write a his-
tory of Mughal rule in India, the Tarikh-i shahadat-i Farrukhsiyar u Juliis-i
Muhammad Shah, which still survives. However, it is obviously part of a '
larger history of the Mughals which Ashob was unable to complete before
his death in 1199/1784-85, or the other parts of which seem to have been lost.

Ashob served the Emperor Muhammad Shah until Nadir Shah’s inva-
sion; then he joined the retinue of Muhammad Shah’s wazir, I'timad al-
Dawla Qamar al-Din Khan (killed in the battle of Sirhind in 1161/1748).
After serving under Qamar al-Din’s sons Khan-i Khanan Intizim al-
Dawla (d.1167/1753-54) and Mu’in al-Mulk, he served as a secretary (mir
munshi) of the wazir, *Imad al-Mulk Ghazi al-Din Khan, for fifteen years.
After resigning from the latter’s service he lived at Farrukhabad, Lucknow,
(Fayzabad) and lastly served the British.

Like other historians, Ashob was also deeply concerned at the growing
lawlessness of the zamindars, and wished strong action had been taken
against the Marathas. As he was himself associated with the administrative
machinery of the Mughals, his account helps to clarify the extent to which
the Mughal officers neglected their administrative duties.

A number of other unimportant histories written in Muhammad Shah’s
reign are mentioned in the bibliography. The histories written on the in-
vasions of Nadir Shah and Ahmad Shah Durrani are also given in the biblio-
graphy. Muhammad ’Ali Khan Ansari, the author of the Bahr al-mawwdj,
a general history of India, completed in 1209/1794-5, and a history of the
Timirids to 1202/1787-8, also wrote a short history of Ahmad Shah’s reign
in 1196/1782. A history of Muhammad Shéh and his successors was written
by Shakir Khin, who during Durrani’s invasion of Delhi in 1170/1756,
escaped to Baniras and ultimately went into the protection of the British.
His history is known as the Tarikh-i Shakir-Khani. An anonymous historian
wrote an account of *Alamgir IT’s reign called the Tarikh-i ’Alamgir-i Than.
’Abd al-Qadir Khan, commonly known as Ghulam Qadir Khan Ja‘isi,
who served under several British officers, wrote the Tarikh-i ’Imad al-

34 Bornin 1754 Jonathan Scott arrived in India in 1772 and was made captain in 1778.
He was appointed as Persian Secretary by Warren Hastings and in 1784 he helped
to found the Asiatic Society of Bengal. In 1785 he returned to England and trans-
lated portions of Tarikh-i Firishta from Persian into English. He died in 1829,
Dictionary of Indian biography, p. 379.
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Mulk, containing the history of *Tmad al-Mulk Ghazi al-Din Khin Firiiz-
Jang, the wazir of Ahmad Shah and ’Alamgir II. All these histories give a
pathetic account of the fall of the Mughal empire and the disgusting
scramble for power among the selfish Muslim nobles of the empire, some
fighting in the name of Islim, others for Sunnism or Shi’fsm, but noné
motivated by concern for the empire.

The provincial histories of this period also give a scientific perception of
the politics, society and religion of the times. Two eighteenth century
histories of the Panjab detail the exploits of Sayf al-Dawla *Abd al-Samad
Khan Bahadur Diler Jang (d.1150/1737-8). This farsighted administrator
and indefatigable warrior was a descendant of the famous Nagshbandiyya
s4f1, Nasir al-Din Khwaja *Ubayd Allzh-Ahrar (806/1404-895/1490). One
of these histories, Asrar-i Samadi, by an anonymous author, was published
by the Research Society of Pakistan, University of the Panjab, Lahore
in- 1965. Another, Futithat-nama-i Samadi, written in 1135/1722-3 by
Ghulam Muhy1 al-Dinis rare and the only manuscript copy available is in
the British Museum. Another interesting history of the Panjab deals with -
Adina, or Dina Beg Khan Ariin who first served under Mu’in al-Mulk,
governor of Lahore, against Ahmad Shah Durrini’s invasion of 1 162/1749,

and later served as governor of the Panjab for twelve years, dying in
1172/1758.

The history of the governor of Kashmir appointed by the Mughal
emperors, and the account of the Hindi-Muslim, Sunni-Shi’i riots there,
along with the biographical accounts of the regional- sifis, are contained in
the Wagiat-i Kashmir or the Tarikh-i A’zami by Khwiaja Muhammad
A’zami Dida-mari. The work was completed in 1160/1747.

' The Farrukhabad newwabs and the Rohella rulers were also able to
obtain the services of some talented historians to record their exploits. The
Tawarikh-i Ahmad Khanz, by Nawal Ray, and Muhammad-Khani by Mir Husam
‘al-Din Gwaliori are brief histories of the Bangash rulers, but the Tarikh-i
Farrukhabad by Sayyid Muhammad Wali-Allah is very detailed. In 1190/
1776 Munshi Shiva Prasad, who was in the service of Fayd-Allah Khan, the
Rohella nawwab of Rampiir, wrote the Tarikh-i Fayd Bakhsh, containing an
account of the Rohella Afghans, from their rise to power to their defeat by
Nawwiab Shuja’ al-Dawlaand the East India Company in 1188/1774. In
1207/1792-3 Nawwab Muhammad Mustajab Khian completed the history
of Hafiz Rahmat Khan (d.1188/1774), the famous. Rohella chief. It wa%
entitled the Gulistan-i Rahmat and was enlarged in 1249/1833-4 by the
author’s nephew, Nawwab Muhammad Sa’adat Yar Khan. Sayyid Nuor
al-Din Husayn Khan Bahadur Fakhri, who was formerly a servant of
*Imad al-Mulk, wrote a detailed account of his patron, Najib al-Dawla,
virtually a dictator of Delhi from 1761 until his death in.1 184/1770. - i

A servant of Safdar-Jang (1739-1756) and later of Shuja’ al-Dawla,
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Munshi In’am ’Ali wrote the history of the first five Nawwabs of Awadh, -
entitled Awsaf al-Asaf, in 1199/1784-5. Sayyid Ghulam *Ali Khan Naqawi,
who never found any peace except in the service of the British, wrote a
history of Sa’adat Khan Burhan al-Mulk and his successors to 1216/1801
and entitled it the ’Imad al-Sa’adat. Muhammad Fayd Bakhsh’s Farah-
bakhsh is preceded by an account of the Indian Timirids to the downfall of
the Sayyids. W. Hoey’s English translation of the work entitled Memoirs of
Delhi and Faizabad has made Farah-bakhsh very popular.

In Bengal Muhammad Wafs ’Azimabadi wrote Waga‘?'-i Mahabai-Jang.
It contains chronogrammatic sentences from the beginning of the viceroyalty

“of Ali Wardi Khan Mahabat-Jangin1153/1740 to1161/1748, each sentence

indicating the date of the events narrated. In 1170/1757 an anonymous
author wrote the *Ibrai-i arbab-i basar, containing an account of the history of
Bengal from 1153/1740 to 1170/1757. Munshi Salim-Allah, the munshi of
Mir Muhammad Ja’far Khan and then of Henry Vansittart, governor of
Bengal from 1760 to 1764, wrote Tawarikh-i Bangala. More comprehensive,
however, is the Tarikh-i Bangala-i Mahabat-Jang. 1t gives an account of Al
Wardi Khan Mahabat-Jang (d.1169/1756) and his successors, Siraj al-Dawla
(d.1170/1757). The author, Yusuf ’Ali Khan bin Ghulam ’Ali Khan, was
the son-in-law of *Ala‘ al-Dawla Sarfaraz Khan. Yasuf’Ali’s father was also
a friend of Ali Wardi. The author, who had access to sources depicting the
currents and cross-currents of the history of Bengal, managed to give a
balanced account of the activities of ’Ali Wardi and Siraj al-Dawla.

The Mir‘at-i Ahmadi, which Mirza Muhammad Hasan bin Muhammad R
*Ali commenced in 1170/1756-57 and completed in 1175/1761, does not only |
give a detailed history of Gujarat but also throws new 11ght on the reign of \
the Mughals. Mirza Muhammad’s father was the waga’ 1’-nigar of the
jagir of Prince Muhammad Jahandar Shah. After his father’s death in
1157/1744, Mirza Muhammad was appointed mansabdar in his place, and
appointed amin (superintendent) of the cloth market. In 1159/1746 he was
appointed diwan of Gujarat. The Mir‘at-i Ahmadi is the history. of Gujarat
from earliest times to Ahmad Shah Durrani’s victory at Panipat in 1174/
1761. Tts principal value rests in the large number of quotations of farmans
from the Gujarat archives, and in the detailed description of Ahmadabad,
its administrative system and the s7fi saints and Sayyids buried there, to be
found in the concluding volume of the work (khatima).

The Nizams of Haydarabad also gave considerable encouragement to. |
historians. Abu‘l-Fadl Ma’ani, a poet, wrote a poem on the conquests of \\]
Nizam al-Mulk Asaf-Jah. Mun’im Khan bin *Abd al-Mughni Hamadani '
Awrangabadi wrote an account of six subas (provinces) of the Deccan, and
a history of the Nizams to 1197/1783 in his Sawanih-i Dakan. Among the
eighteenth century historians of the Deccan was Lachmi Narayan Shafiq
Awrangabadi (b. 1158/1745). He was a pupil-of Mir Ghulam *Alx Azad
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Bilgarami, wrote good Persian poetry and was a good prolific writer in
general. In1204/1789-90 he wrote a historical and topographical account
of India, the Hagiqat-hg-i Hindustan, at the instance of his patron, William
Kirkpatrick.*® Four years later he wrote Ma‘athir-i Asafi, containing a
history of the Nizams of the Deccan. In 1214/1799-1800 he wrote a descrip-
tion of Haydarabad, its mosques, palaces and gardens. About the same
time he completed the Bisat al-ghana‘im, a history of the Marathas. Lachmi
Narayan’s work also exhibits deep Muslim sympathies and concern for the
loss of Mughal power.

Abu‘l-Qasim bin Radi al-Din Misawi, surnamed Mir *Alam, wrote a
comprehensive history entitled Hadigat al-’alam which gives an account of
the history of the Qutb-Shihi rulers and the Nizam’s death. The work-is
brought up to 1213/1799.

Several other eighteenth and nineteenth century authors also wrote
the history of the Deccani Nizams. ‘Of these, some are worth mentioning.
The Tuhfa-i Akbars, a history of the Nizams of the Deccan, was written by
Khwija ’Abd al-Hakim who was educated at Farrukhibad. The work’
seems to have been compiled in 1219/1804-5. Fayd Haqq Siddiqi Chishits
wrote the Waqa‘’ Dakan, bringing the account down to 1233/1817. The
author of Tarikh-i dil-afriiz, a history of the Nizams to 1218/1803 was

written by a former diwan of Haydarabad, Ghulam Husayn Khan Jawhar. ;
A physician of the Nizam’s court, Khwaja Ghulim Husayn Khan entitled

Khan-i Zaman Khan, completed the Gulzar-i Asafiya in 1260/1844. The
work contains a history of the Qutb-Shahi rulers of the Deccan, the Nizams,
and gives statistics of the six Deccani provinces (sibas).

A very important work containing geographical, historical and bio-
graphical accounts of the seven iglims® was written by Murtada Husayn,
entitled Allah Yar bin Allah Yar *Uthmani Bilgarami (1719-20—1795).
The author’s father was a bakhshi under Mubiriz al-Mulk Sarbuland Khan,
subadar of Gujarat. After his father’s death in 1729-30 he served under
Sa’adat Khan and Safdar-Jang, governors of Awadh, Muhammad Qasim
Khan, governor of Bengal, Nawwab *Ali Quli Khan “Walih” Daghistani,
a poet and a leading noble of Ahmad Shih and ’Alamgir IT and Nawwab
Ahmad Khan Bangash of Farrukhabad. Lastly, Jonathan Scott, appointed
him his munshi in 1776. It was at his suggestion that Murtada wrote the
Hadiqat al-agalim, incorporating into it a Persian translation of his patron’s
European geography. The author brought to bear upon the Hadiqat al-

35 William Kirkpatrick (1754-1812), son of Colonel James Kirkpatrick, was Persian
interpreter and was an expert diplomat with a very good knowledge of Indian langu-
ages. He translated Tipi’s diary from Persian into English and wrote an account of
his own mission to Nepal. He encouraged many scholars to write histories. Diction-
ary of Indian biography, p. 238.

36 Seven climates into which the medieval Geographers divided the world.
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agalim his vast experience and knowledge of the men and events of the
eighteenth century of different regions of northern India, making it an
exceedingly valuable social and political history of those Indian towns
described by him.

An indispensable biographical dictionary for historians specializing in
Mughal studies is the Ma‘athir al-Umard’, which contains the biographies
of the Mughal nobles from the time of Akbar to the middle of the eighteenth
century. Its author, Samsam al-Dawla Shah Nawaz Khan Awrangabadi,
and the editor Ghulam ’Ali Azad Bilgarami, whom we shall be discussing
again in Chapter Three, were outstanding scholars. Similarly, Nawwab
Dargah Quli Salir-Jang’s Muraqqa’-i Dihli, which is also mentioned at
some length in that chapter, gives a very revealing account of contemporary
Delhi society. The autobiographical account, entitled the Dhikr-i Mir, by
one of the greatest Urdi poets, Mir Taqi Mir (1137/1724-5-1225/1810),
is a mine of information regarding the social and political life of the country.
He was a protégé of a number of nobles such as Samsam al-Dawla Khan-i
Dawran, Ri’ayat Khan and Nawwab Bahadur Jawid Khan. His account
of the sufferings of the people during the Durrani’s invasion of 1761 is
exceedingly moving.

The documents of the Mughal archives are no longer available, but the
archives of the Nizams at Haydarabad are still intact. Formerly known as
the Daftar-i Diwani, it is now called the State Archives, Andhra Pradesh.
Selected documents of Shahjahan’s and Awrangzib’s reigns from this re-
pository have already been published. They throw valuable light on the
Mughal administration. Selected Wagqa‘i® of the Deccan containing the
news reports of that region between 1660 and 1671 have been published.
An unpublished diary of the events of Awrangzib’s invasion of Marwar
and Mawar is also available in the Haydarabad Archives. It is entitled
Waqa‘i® Ajmir wa Ranthambhor. A volume of diplomatic correspondence j
between Mir Nizam ’Ali Khan and the East India Company (1780-1798)
has also been published.

Other Mughal documents of the Haydarabad Archives are also being
processed, but their number is overwhelmingly large and the publication
of their selected documents would take several decades to complete. K. K.
Datta published some farmans, sanads and parwanas of Bahar in 1962. Seve-
ral volumes of the Mughal documents of U. P. Archives have also been pub-
lished. A number of historical works of the twentieth century have repro-
duced some important farmans, but the first important collection of the
farmans of the Mughal emperors from the time of Akbar’s reign to the times
of Bahadur Shah Zafar, the last Mughal emperor, was published by Bashir !
al-Din Ahmad Ta’aluqdar in 1926. Some of the farmans in this volume
were copied from known works, but a large number of them belonged to
private collections. In recent years several volumes of these farmans and
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letters of the Mughal emperors from private collections have been publish-
ed. In 1961 a collection of 150,000 documents: relating . to: the: period
¢. 1680 to 1761 was acquired by the National Archives, New Delhi, from
"Indyat-Jang, one of whose ancestors was Prime Minister to Mir Nizam
’Alt Khan Asaf-Jah II (1762-1803). These are ‘mostly .administrative
documents relating to the six Deccan provinces, but some documents of
the late seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries reflect the economic
crises into which Awrangzib’s government was plunged, and from which
it was never able to recover. :

In the India Office Library, London are preserved ‘copies of farmans
and other administrative documents from the Batila bargana of the Panjib.

! In the same library exist not less than a hundred volumes of eighteenth -
. century revenue documents of Bengal which still await proper classification
- and systematic analysis. The British Museum, London has become the
~ home of the revenue records of Bengal and Bihar, which were mainly

acquired to resolve the controversy over the Mughal institution of zamindari
before the laws about “Permanent Settlement” were enacted in 1793, ‘The
British concern to understand adequately the Mughal administrative insti-
tutions in order to evolve a proper administrative framework of their own
is reflected in dozens of the dictionaries of the Mughal administrative ter-
minologies that were compiled mostly by anonymous authors. Some of
these authors are known to have been associated with the Mughal adminis-
tration in responsible capacities. o P ‘

The Mughal tradition. of compiling administrative dictionaries and
manuals had commenced from the appearance of the A¢in-i Akbari of Abu‘l-
Fadl. A genre of administrative manuals, called Dastir al-’amal (a book
of regulations) and Siyag-nama (manuals of account-keeping). were written.
The compilers of these manuals were officials employed in the diwan’s
department and their treatises were intended to train young clerks in the
art of drafting administrative letters, notes and despatches. The ‘pattern
contained in the specimen documents and letters. given in the Dastir al-
*amals and Siyag-namaswas intended to be followed by : young clerks.in their
daily routine. They reflect a broad pattern of Mughal administrative
traditions. ‘ ‘ ,

An important administrative manual, the Hidgyat al-Qawa’id,was written
in 1126/1714 by Hidayat-Allah Bihari. It defines the duties of ministers,
provincial governors and suggests schemes to improve both urban and rural
administration. Anand Ram Mukhlis wrote an authoritative dictionary of
literary and administrative terms entitled the Mir‘at al-istilgh, A volumi-
nous work, containing historical tracts, a diary of political events, specimens
of administrative documents, instructions to government officials, and the
details of the customs and mint revenues from the Gujarat port in the
cighteenth century, was written by I’tmad Al Khan, son of I’tmsd Khin,
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a retired Mughal official who had served both at Stirat and Cambay. The
work is entitled Mir‘at al-haqa‘iq and owes much to the guidance of James
Fraser.- ‘ ‘ .

Many secretaries of the Mughal emperors, governors and ministers
 carefully preserved copies of the letters which they ‘wrote to their masters.
' Many collections of such letters were edited by the secretaries themselves,
. by their descendants or their disciples. Letters of Abu‘l-Fadl, Chandrabhan
Brahman and Sa’d-Allah Khan of Shahjahan’s reign, and several collec-
tions of Awrangzib’s letters are available. The letters written by ’Abd-
Allah Khan Qutb al-Mulk to Raja Chhabilaram Nagar, Raja Ajit Singh,
Girdhar Bahadur, Haydar Quli Khan and Réja Saht entitled the Bal-
mukand-nama were compiled by Munshi Dayaram. An anonymous collec-
tion of letters written on behalf of Farrukhsiyar, Muhammad Shah and
other ministers to Raja Chhabilaram Nagar, Girdhar Bahadur Nagar, and
the replies of the addressees is entitled the ‘Aja‘ib al-Afaq. The copies of the
letters drafted by Masawi Khan Mir Hashim on behalf of Nizam al-Mulk
Asaf-Jah to his contemporaries have been compiled under the title Mun-
shat-i Musawi Khan. A collection of the vast correspondence exchanged
between Nizam al-Mulk and his contemporaries was compiled by Munshi
Muhammad Amin. It is entitled Majmua’~i Insha‘. The letters written for
Muhammad Khan Bangashby Sahib Ray were compiled into an anthology
entitled the ’Aziz al-Qulub by Sahib Ray’s disciple, Bhagwan Das.

Several volumes of the copies of the Akhbarat or news reports from
Awrangzib’s reign onwards have also been discovered. The Akhbarat of
Awrangzib’s reign are available in the library of the Royal Asiatic Society,
London. Those of the eighteenth century are preserved in the Bibliothgque
Nationale, Paris and their copies in the Sitamau Library, Rajasthan.
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